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Vyhrada/ Disclaimer

Vyhrada tykajlca sa pouzitych zdrojov a uvedenych informacii/
Disclaimer on sources and information

Tato sprava bola napisana na zaklade starostlivo vybranych spolahlivych a verejne dostupnych
zdrojov informacii. VSetky pouzité zdroje su v sprave uvedené.

VSetky informacie uvedené v tejto sprave boli vyhladané, vyhodnotené a spracované s najvySSou
moznou mierou starostlivosti vzhfadom na obmedzeny rozsah €asu dostupného na jej vyhotovenie.
Sprava danu problematiku nepokryva vyCerpavajuco a nie je ani rozhodujica pre posudenie
konkrétnej ziadosti o azyl.

Ak vsprave nie je spomenuta ur€itd udalost, osoba alebo organizacia, nemusi to nevyhnutne
znamenat, Ze sa udalost nestala, alebo Ze tato osoba alebo organizacia neexistuje.

Informacie uvedené v sprave nevyjadruju osobné ani politické nazory Ligy za fudské prava.

This report was composed on the basis of carefully selected reliable, publicly available sources of information. All sources used
are referenced.

All the information provided has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care within a limited time span. The
report does not pretend to be exhaustive. Neither is this document conclusive as to the merit of any claim to refugee status or
asylum.

If a certain event, person or organization is not mentioned in the report, this does not necessarily mean that the event has not
taken place or that the person or organization does not exist.

The information in the report does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Human Rights League and makes no political
statement whatsoever.

Vyhrada pouzitia spravy/
Disclaimer on the use of the report

Sprava neméze byt kopirovana alebo publikovana (& uz Uplne alebo CdCiasto¢ne) bez
predchadzajuceho suhlasu Ligy za fudské prava, s tym, Ze verejné zdroje informacii pouzité v sprave
smu byt citované, nie ale ich preklad do slovenského jazyka alebo samostatna sprava bez
predchadzajuceho suhlasu Ligy za fudské prava.

This report can not be reproduced or republished (partially or entirely) without the prior consent of The Human Rights League.
The public sources of information used in this report can be quoted, but not their translation into Slovak, or the report itself
without the prior consent of The Human Rights League.
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Sprava o krajine povodu — Turecko — Bezpecnostna situacia a dodrziavanie
fudskych prav na juhovychode krajiny

Bezpecnostna situdcia

A. Urad vysokého komisara OSN pre ludské prava: Sprava o ludskych pravach v juhovychodnom
Turecku

"V obdobi od jila 2015 do decembra 2016 bolo v stvislosti s bezpecnostnymi operdciami
v juhovychodnom Turecku tidajne zabitych 2 000 l'udi. Podl'a ziskanych informdcii je medzi
obetami takmer 800 c¢lenov bezpecnostnych sil a priblizne 1 200 miestnych obyvatelov, z
ktorych niektoré neurcené osoby sa mohli zapojit' do ndsilnych alebo nendsilnych konani
proti vidde. Urad Vysokého komisdra OSN pre ludské prdva (OHCHR) zdokumentoval
pocetné pripady nadmerného pouZitia sily; zabijanie; niitené zmiznutia;, mucenia; znicenie
byvania a kultirneho dedicstva; podnecovanie k nendvisti; prevencia pristupu
k nevyhnutnej zdravotnej starostlivosti, jedlu, vode a byvaniu; ndsilie voci Zendm; a znacné
obmedzenie prdva na slobodu ndzoru a prejavu, ako aj na politickt tcast. NajzdvaZnejsie
poruSovanie l'udskych prdv sa tdajne vyskytlo pocas obdobi zdkazu vychddzania, ked boli
odstrihnuté celé obytné oblasti a pohyb bol obmedzeny nepretrZite pocas niekol'kych dni
naraz.

Pocet hldsenych vysidlenych oséb v juhovychodnom Turecku sa odhaduje na 355 000 aZ pol
miliona l'udi, najmd obyvatelov kurdského pévodu. Vystahované obyvatel'stvo sa udajne
prestahovalo do susednych predmesti, miest a obci alebo do inych regiénov v rdmci
Turecka. Humanitdrna pomoc pre viac ako 355 000 ['udi vysidlenych v rdmci krajiny bola
udajne velmi obmedzend. Podl'a dostupnych informdcii Ziadna medzindrodnd organizdcia
neziskala pristup na posudenie humanitdrnych potrieb ainej pomoci obyvatel'stvu v
juhovychodnom Turecku, vratane oséb vysidlenych v ramci stdtu. Miestne mimovlddne
organizdcie uviedli, Ze pomoc vlddy bola podmienend tym, Ze osoba prijimajiica pomoc
mala Cisty trestny register, ¢o bolo v rozpore so zdkladnymi humanitdrnymi zdsadami
upravujucimi nidzové humanitdrne reakcie.

0d jula 2015 sily tureckej viddy uskutocriuji bezpecnostné operdcie v mnohych provincidch
juhovychodného Turecka, zapdjajuce tisice vojakov, ktori sluzili s diviziami pechoty,
delostrelectva a obrnenych armdd, ako aj s tureckymi leteckymi silami. Podla tureckych
orgdnov to bolo v reakcii na operdcie, ktoré v regione vykondvala PKK, ktord udajne
vytvdrala barikddy a zdkopy v obytnych oblastiach uZ pocas obdobia pred jilom 2015. Ako
sucast’ svojej reakcie na ‘“teroristické cinnosti" vykondvané PKK, urady iniciovali
bezpecnostné operdcie v najmenej 30 mestskych a mnohych vidieckych oblastiach v celom
juhovychodnom Turecku, ¢o nakoniec viedlo k tomu, Ze viacero o0séb bolo zabitych,
vysidlenych alebo zmiznutych, av dotknutych oblastiach doslo k znacnému zniceniu
bytového fondu. Orgadny tieZ ukladali rozsirené celodenné zdakazy vychadzania pre viac ako
30 miest a susedstiev, ktoré zakazovali akykolvek pohyb bez povolenia na casové obdobia
trvajuce niekol'ko tyZdriov, ¢im zabrdnili evakudcii vysidlencov zachytenych uprostred

ISFgAMIF [ e

Projekt je spolufinancovany Eurépskou uniou z Fondu pre azyl, migraciu a integraciu. Fondy pre oblast vnutornych zalezitosti.



_Starova &. 3, 811 02 - Bratislava
1CO: 31807968 / DIC: 2022095471

tel: +421 2 544 35 437

RchTﬁ '.EAGUE fat;{i +i1221129?£8166 gg jgg
mobil: +:
LIGA ZA LUDSKE PRAVA e-mail: hri@hrl.sk

bezpecnostnych operdcii. Nedostatok pristupu k tiestiovym sluzbdm chorym a ranenym
‘ud'om v konecnom doésledku prispelo k vysokému poctu umrti pri operdcidch. Celkovo bolo
medzi jiulom 2015 a augustom 2016 udajne zabitych asi 2 000 l'udi vrdtane miestnych
obyvatelov, medzi ktorymi su Zeny a deti, ako aj takmer 800 prislusnikov bezpecnostnych
sil. Zabijania boli vzZdy nasledované hromadnymi presunmi preZivsich a znicenim ich
domovov a miestnych kultirnych pamiatok. Viac ako 355 000 obyvatel'ov juhovychodného
Turecka, najmd obyvatelov kurdského pévodu, bolo vysidlenych. Analyza satelitného
obrazu, ktort poskytol program UNITAR pre operacné satelitné aplikdcie (UNOSAT),
naznacuje, Ze skody sposobené bezpecnostnymi operdciami v husto osidlenych mestskych
centrdch zodpovedaju pouZitiu tazkych zbrani a pravdepodobne aj leteckej municie.
Okrem toho sprdva UNOSAT ukazuje, Ze tazké obrnené vozidld boli pozorované v nasadeni
v institicidch ako su Skoly. Medzi najzdvazZnejsie mimoriadne udalosti, ktoré spdsobili
najvdacsi pocet umrti boli tie hldsené v Cizre (provincia Sirnak), v Sur, Silvan a Lice
(provincia Diyarbakir), Nusaybin, Dargecit (provincia Mardin), Sirnak Center, Silopi, 1dil
(provincia Sirnak) a Yiiksekova (provincia Hakkari).

0d jila 2015 sposobili pokracujiice bezpecnostné operdcie podstatnt $kodu na domoch,
obchodoch a verejnych budovdch a priestranstvdch v juhovychodnom Turecku, pocniic
minimdlnym poskodenim , konciac rozsiahlym zni¢enim, a to najmd v Nusaybine, provincia
Mardin a Sur v provincii Diyarbakir, kde bombardovanie spésobilo trvali zmenu
populdcie, vzoru viastnictva a architektonického charakteru celych miest.

Imagery ®2017 CNES / Astrium, Cnes/Spot Image, DigitalGlobe, Landsat / Copernicus, Map data ©2017 Google

Najintenzivnejsie obdobie nicenia sa zacalo bezprostredne po bezpecnostnych operdcidch,
ked’ trady zabrdnili vysidlenému obyvatel'stvu vracat’ sa a rekonstruovat’ svoje vlastné
domy a priniesli mechanizmy na zrovnanie celych mestskych stvrti so zemou, vrdtane

Fand pow sy, migricas s intugpiciu
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I'ahko poskodenych budov a kultiirneho dedicstva. Centrd miest a obci v juhovychodnom
Turecku boli opisované ako mesacné krajiny a rozsiahle parkoviskd. Zatial' ¢o nie su
dostupné podrobné statistiky o zni¢enych obydliach, analyza satelitnych snimok
poskytnutd organizdciou UNOSAT ukazuje rozsiahle skody v juhovychodnom Turecku.
Medzi najzdvaznejsie poskodené miesta patria Nusaybin, Derik a Dargecit (Mardin); Sur,
Bismil a Dicle (Diyarbakir); a Cizre a Silopi (Sirnak). Napriklad v meste Nusaybin
(provincia Mardin) UNOSAT prostrednictvom satelitnych snimok identifikovalo 1 786
poskodenych budov, z ktorych bolo 398 tiplne znicenych, 383 vdzne poskodenych a 1 005
mierne poskodenych. Na zdklade analyz satelitnych snimok UNOSAT pripisuje takéto skody
pouZivaniu tazkych zbrani a pravdepodobne aj leteckej municie.”

Zdroj: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/TR/OHCHR South-
East TurkeyReport 10March2017.pdf (dostupné 24. jula 2017)

B. Reuters: Dvaja vladni Cinitelia a 13 militanti zabiti na juhovychode Turecka

,Kurdski militanti cez vikend na juhovychode Turecka zastrelili dvoch uradnikov viddnucej
strany AKP, zatial Co tureckd armdda ndletmi zabila viac ako tucet ozbrojencov, uviedli
v nedel’u stdtne orgdny.

Orhan Mercan, podpredseda AKP v okrese Lice v provincii Diyarbakir, bol zastreleny pred
jeho domom v piatok vecer, zraneniam podlahol v nemocnici, uviedla kanceldria
provinéného guvernéra.

Militanti zastrelili v sobotu vecCer Aydina Ahiho, zdstupcu predsedu AKP v okrese Ozalp,
provincie Van, uviedla kanceldria guvernéra. Bezpecnostné zdroje uviedli, Ze ozbrojenci
uniesli Ahiho z domu a v jeho blizkosti ho zastrelili.

Minister pre energetiku Berat Albayrak na Twitteri uviedol, Ze oboch muZov zabili
bojovnici Kurdskej pracovnej strany (PKK). Na titoky PKK bezprostredne nereagovala, ale v
minulosti sa zameriavala na tradnikov strany.

PKK v roku 1984 spustila separatistické povstanie proti Statu a viac ako 40 000 ludi,
vdcsinou Kurdov, bolo v konflikte zabitych. Tureckom, Spojenymi Stdtmi a Eurépskou tiniou
je oznacovand za teroristicki skupinu.

Primerie medzi tureckou viddou a militantmi bolo ukoncené v juli 2015 a juhovychodny
region krajiny, kde je PKK najsilnejsi, ndsledne zaznamenal najhorsie ndsilie od zaclatia
povstania.

Pri leteckom tutoku v juhovychodnej provincii Mardin zabila tureckd armdda pdt
militantov PKK, ktori pripravovali titok na zdkladriu armddy. Pocas inych leteckych titokov
v sobotu armdda zabila aj pdt stihacov PKK v juhovychodnej provincii Bingol v Turecku a
dalSich Styroch militantov v regidéne Metina v severnom Iraku, uviedla armdda.

Uviedla, Ze dalsi traja militanti PKK boli zabiti v sobotiajsich konfliktoch v
juhovychodnych provincidch Diyarbakir, Hakkari a Sirnak.”
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Zdroj: https://www.reuters.com/article /us-russia-nemtsov-idUSKBN19YOTE (dostupné
13.jala 2017)

C. Urad Spojeného kralovstva pre zahrani¢ie a Commonwealth: Cestovné poradenstvo — Turecko

"Urad Spojeného krdlovstva pre zahranicie a Commonwealth (FCO) varuje pred vsetkymi
cestami do vzdialenosti 10 km od hranic so Syriou a mestom Diyarbakir.

FCO neodportuca cestovanie do:

e zvysnych oblasti provincii Sirnak, Mardin, Sanliurfa, Gaziantep, Diyarbakir, Kilis a Hatay
e provincii Siirt, Tunceli a Hakkari.

Existuje zvysené riziko teroristickych tuitokov namierenych proti letectvu.

Teroristi sa velmi pravdepodobne pokusia uskutocnit’ utoky v Turecku. Teroristické
skupiny, vrdtane kurdskych skupin, Daesh (predtym oznacovany ako ISIL) a extrémne
l'avicovych organizdcii, nadalej pldnujii a vykondvaji itoky. DalSie iitoky su
pravdepodobné a méZu byt nerozlisujtce.

Vdcsina teroristickych ttokov sa uskutocnila v juZnej a vychodnej Casti krajiny a v Ankare
a Istanbule. Utoky sa s najvicsou pravdepodobnostou zameriavajii na turecky Stdt,
civilistov a demonStrdcie. Napriek tomu je pravdepodobné, Ze niektoré tutoky sa budi
zameriavat' aj na zdpadné zdujmy a turistov zo zdpadnych krajin, najmd vo velkych
mestdch.

Turecké trady v neddvnej minulosti tspeSne prekazili pldnovanie ttokov a uviedli, Ze
v reakcii na neddvne utoky boli sprisnené bezpecnostné opatrenia Avak dalSie titoky st
pravdepodobné a méZu byt nerozlisujtce. "
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Zdroj: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/turkey (dostupné 13. jula 2017))

D. Ministerstvo zahranicnych veci USA: Cestovné upozornenie — Turecko

,V roku 2016 sp6sobili poletné teroristické utoky vrdtane strelieb, samovrazednych ttokov
a bombovych utokov v turistickych oblastiach, na verejnych priestranstvdch, sikromnych
oslavdch, Sportovych podujatiach, vo vlddnych, policajnych a vojenskych zariadeniach v
Turecku stovky umrti.

Dalsie iitoky v Turecku sa mézu vyskytnut pri vel'kych akcidch, na turistickych miestach, v
reStaurdcidch, nocnych kluboch, obchodnych centrdch, pri bohosluZbdch a dopravnych
uzloch vrdtane leteckych sluZieb, metier, autobusov, mostov, autobusovych termindlov a
ndmornej dopravy.

Americky vlddny persondl, ktory Zije alebo navstevuje Turecko, nadalej
potrebujeschvdlenie amerického velvyslanectva na ndvstevu juhovychodnych provincii
Hatay, Kilis, Gaziantep, Sanliurfa, Sirnak, Diyarbakir, Van, Siirt, Mus, Mardin, Batman,
Bingol, Tunceli, Bitlis a Elazig. Cestovanie americkych Stdtnych zamestnancov v rdmci
Adany moéZe tiez podliehat obmedzeniam. Velvyslanectvo USA navyse moéZe z
bezpecnostnych doévodov zakdzat presuny svojich zamestnancov a zamestnancov
konzuldtov do tychto oblasti. V dosledku neddvnych ndsilnych ¢inov a moZnosti titokov
teroristickych skupin z dévodu pokracujucej tureckej vojenskej aktivite v Syrii vyzyvame
obcanov USA, aby odloZili cestovanie do velkych mestskych centier v blizkosti tureckej/
syrskej hranice. Ob¢ania USA by si tieZ mali byt vedomi, Ze tureckd vidda uzavrela svoju
hranicu so Syriou.

Tureckd vlada zakazuje hranicné prechody zo Syrie do Turecka, aj ked’ cestujtici vstiipil do
Syrie z Turecka. Turecké orgdny v jednotlivych pripadoch zvdZia povolenie prechodu tych
jednotlivcov, ktori hl'adaju pohotovostnii lekdrsku starostlivost alebo bezpecné ttocisko v
pripade bezprostredného nebezpecenstva. "

Zdroj: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/turkey-travel-
warning.html (dostupné 13. jula 2017)

E. Deutsche Welle: Rodiny na juhovychode Turecka stale trpia

"Viac ako 24 000 l'udi na juhovychode Turecka bolo v désledku konfliktu vystahovanych.
Mnohi z nich este stdle nenasli domov. V juli 2015 skoncilo primerie medzi PKK a tureckou
vlddou, ¢o vyustilo do vojny v srdci miest na vychode. Vysledkom bolo minimdlne 368 umrti
neozbrojenych civilistov v celom regione.

Zdkazy vychddzania boli prvykradt vynutené v Sur 6. septembra, ked’ sa boje zintenzivnili.
To vyhnalo mnohych l'udi z ich domovov, pretoZe boli odrezani od jedla a vody. Ozbrojené
konflikty v Sur oficidlne skoncili v marci 2016, avsak aj po roku ti l'udia, ktorf stratili svoje
domovy, blizkych a Zivobytie, stdle trpia. "
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Zdroj: http://www.dw.com/en/families-in-turkeys-southeast-continue-to-suffer/a-

39455695 (dostupné 13. jula 2017)

F. Amnesty International: Vyroéna sprava Turecko 2016/2017

,0zbrojené konflikty medzi Kurdskou pracovnou stranou (PKK) a viddnymi silami
pretrvdvali najmd na vdcsinovo kurdskom vychode a juhovychode krajiny. Vidda nahradila
zvolenych starostov z 53 obci viadnymi spravcami: 49 starostov bolo z kurdskej opozicnej
Demokratickej strany regiénov (DBP). Spolu s mnohymi volenymi miestnymi
predstavitelmi bolo v novembri zadrZanych devit poslancov z kurdskej Ludovej
demokratickej strany (HDP). "

Zdroj: https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/europe-and-central-
asia/turkey/report-turkey/ (dostupné 13. jula 2017)

Dodrziavanie fudskych prav

A. Amnesty International: Vyroéna sprava Turecko 2016/2017

"Porusovanie l'udskych prdv bezpecnostnymi silami beztrestne pokracovalo, najmd na
prevazne kurdskom juhovychode krajiny, kde bolo mestské obyvatelstvo drZané 24
hodinovym zdkazom vychddzania. AZ pol miliéna l'udi v krajine bolo vysidlenych. Eurépska
tinia a Turecko uzavreli "migrac¢nii dohodu" na zabrdnenie nelegdlnej migrdcie do EU; to
viedlo k ndvratom stoviek utec¢encov a Ziadatel'ov o azyl a ku zniZenej kritike orgdnov EU
k stavu l'udskych pradv v Turecku.

Informacnd misia OSN na juhovychode bola blokovand stdtnymi predstavitel'mi, ktori tieZ
branili ndrodnym a medzindrodnym mimovlddnym organizdciam, vrdtane Amnesty
International, dokumentovat’ porusovanie ludskych prdv v regidne.

Ludia vyjadrujici nesthlas, najmd vo vztahu k kurdskej problematike, boli vystaveni
hrozbdm ndsilia a trestnému stihaniu. Internetovd cenztra sa zvysila.

V auguste policia uzavrela kanceldrie hlavného kurdského dennika Ozgiir Giindem na
zdklade stdneho prikazu na jeho uzavretie v désledku prebiehajicich vysetrovani
terorizmu, pricom ide o sankciu, ktord nie je ustanovend zdkonom. Dvaja redaktori a dvaja
novindri boli umiestneni do vySetrovacej vdzby a stihani za teroristické trestné Ciny. Traja
boli prepusteni v decembri, zatial’ ¢o redaktor Inan Kizikaya zostal vo viizbe. V oktébri bol
na zdklade vykondvacieho dekrétu Ozgiir Giindem permanentne zatvoreny, spolu so
vsetkymi hlavnymi kurdsky orientovanymi ndrodnymi médiami.

Signatdri janudrovej peticie iniciativy Akademici za mier vyzyvajucej k ndvratu k
mierovym rokovaniam a uznaniu poZiadaviek kurdského politického hnutia boli vystaveni
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hrozbdm ndsilia, administrativnemu vysetrovaniu a trestnému stihaniu. Styria signatdri
boli zadrzani aZ do stidneho pojedndvania v aprili, kedy boli prepusteni, ale nie oslobodent.
Prdvnici uviedli, Ze 42 o0séb, zadrZanych v mdji v Nusaybine po stretoch medzi
jednotlivcami spojenymi s PKK a Stdtnymi silami, bolo zbitych a podrobenych inému zlému
zaobchddzaniu v policajnej vizbe. Povedali, Ze skupina, ktord zahrriala dospelych i deti,
mala na hlavdch vrecia a bola pocas policajnych vysluchov bitd a nemala pristup
k primeranému lekdrskemu oSetreniu svojich zranent.

Do jina uskutocnili bezpecnostné sily bezpecnostné operdcie proti ozbrojenym osobdm
pridruzenym k PKK, ktoré vykopdvali zdkopy a stavali barikddy v mestskych oblastiach na
juhovychode Turecka.

VyuZivanie rozsirenych celodennych zdkazov vychddzania z domov, teda absolitny zdkaz
pre ludi, aby vysli zdomu, v kombindcii s pritomnostou tazkych zbrani vrdtane tankov v
osidlenych oblastiach, bolo neprimeranou a ndsilnou odpovedou na vdzZne bezpecnostné
obavy amohlo viest ku kolektivnym trestom. Doékazy naznacuju, Ze politika
bezpecnostnych sil, ,strielaj, aby si zabil” pouZivand proti ozbrojenym osobdm, spdsobila
smrt'a zranenia aj neozbrojenym obyvatelom a rozsiahle niitené vysidlovanie.

V janudri bol novindr televizie IMC TV Refik Tekin postreleny, ked’ pomdhal zranenym
dostat’ sa ku zdravotnej starostlivosti v meste Cizre, v ktorom bol nariadeny zdkaz
vychddzania. V nahrdvani pokracoval aj po postreleni, zrejme z obrneného policajného
vozidla. Neskér bol zadrZany a vysetrovany podla zdkonov o terorizme.

Vo vySetrovani umrti asi 130 ludi, ktori zomreli, ukryvajic sa pred ttokmi v troch
pivniciach v Cizre vo februdri, pocas zdkazu vychddzania, nenastal Ziaden pokrok. Urady
tvrdili, Ze pristup k sanitkdm zablokovala PKK, pricom miestne zdroje uviedli, Ze ludia v
suteréne boli zraneni a potrebovali naliehavu lekdrsku starostlivost, a zomreli na zranenia
alebo boli zabiti, ked’ bezpecnostné sily zatitocili na budovy.

Orgdny nedokdzali dosiahnut’ pokrok vo vysetrovani zabitia Tahira Elciho, vediuceho
advokdtskej komory v Diyarbakiri a vyznamného ochrancu ludskych prdv z novembra
2015. Vysetrovanie bolo spomalené neuplnym vysSetrenim miesta ¢inu a chybajicim
zdznamom bezpecnostnej kamery.

Doslo k prudkému ndrastu nevyberavych ttokov a utokov zameranych priamo na
civilistov, pohrdajicich prdvom na Zivot a principom ludskosti. IS, PKK, jej odnoZ, Kurdski
Sokoli za Slobodu (TAK), a Revolu¢nd ludovd oslobodzovacia strana boli obviriované
z utokov, alebo sa k nim prihlasili.

Statisice l'udi boli vysidlené z oblasti na juhovychode Turecka, poznacenych zdkazom
vychddzania. Nariadenia zdkazov vychddzania nttili ['udi odist's malym, ak vébec nejakym
majetkom. V mnohych pripadoch nemohli vysidlenci ziskat' pristup k ich socidlnym a
hospoddrskym prdvam, ako je primerané byvanie a vzdelanie. Bola im pontknutd
neprimerand kompenzdcia za stratu majetku a Zivobytia. Ich prdvo na ndvrat bolo vdzne
ohrozené vysokou trovriou znicenia a ozndmenim projektov nového rozvoja, z ktorych
budu byvali obyvatelia pravdepodobne vyliiceni."

Zdroj: https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/europe-and-central-
asia/turkey/report-turkey/ (dostupné 13. jila 2017)
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B. New York Times: Uprostred upratovania v Turecku, opatovny utok na kurdskua kulttru

"

. represia opdt zacala po tom, ako sa v roku 2015 ukoncilo primerie s kurdskymi
militantmi. Zintenzivnila sa pocas opuatreni, ktoré nasledovali po minulorocnom
netspesnom prevrate.

Zdkrok bol oficidlne namiereny proti organizdtorom pucu. Ten vsak sliZil aj ako dymovd
clona na potlacenie inych skupin a hnuti, podporujucich otdzky, ktoré vidda povaZuje za
problematické. Viac ako 140 000 l'udi bolo prepustenych zo zamestnania alebo bola ich
pracovnd cinnost pozastavend a az 50 000 bolo zatknutych. Medzi nimi su ti, ktori ..
podporuju koncept unikdtnej kurdskej kulttiry.

Potldcanie kurdského prejavu v Turecku predstavuje posledny balik reforiem, ktoré pdn
Erdogan zaviedol pocas svojho prvého desatrocia pri moci.

V juhovychodnom Turecku, kde je vicsina obyvatelov Kurdov, Erdoganova vidda zbavila
funkcie vyse 80 zvolenych starostov a nahradila ich Stdtnymi spravcami. Tu v Diyarbakire,
duchovnom hlavnom meste Tureckého Kurdistanu, stdtny sprdvca prepustil nielen vicsinu
mestskych zamestnancov, ale aj 80 percent zamestnancov mestského oddelenia,
podporujucich vuc¢bu kurdského a inych mensinovych jazykov.

V mestdch v celom regidne sprdvcovia zmenili mend ulic, ktoré boli predtym pomenované
po vyznamnych kurdskych osobnostiach, alebo odstrdnili sochy kurdskych hrdinov. V
poslednych mesiacoch bolo zatknutych viac ako tucet zdkonodarcov z hlavnej prokurdskej
strany. Kurdsky umelec bol uvizneny za to, Ze namaloval obraz ruin v meste Nusaybin,
jednom z niekol'kych kurdskych miest ¢iastocne znicenych v roku 2015 pocas bojov medzi
tureckou armddou a kurdskymi militantmi.

Kurdski alebo prokurdski novindri st medzi hlavnymi obetami ,po-prevratového” zdsahu
na slobodu prejavu. Podl'a Free Journalist Society, teraz zakdzanej, prokurdskej watchdog
spravodajskej sluzby, je dnes 173 novindrov v tureckych vdzniciach; z nich 50 pracovalo
pre kurdské alebo prokurdské spravodajstvo.

Jediné kurdské turecké noviny Azadiya Welat boli vlani v lete zavreté - spolu s najmenej
desiatimi televiznymi kanalmi, ktoré aspon Ciastocne vysielaju v kurdskom jazyku.
Dokonca aj kurdsky karikatirny kandl, Zarok TV, bol zakdzany niekol’ko mesiacov pred
tym, ako mu bolo povolené opdtovné otvorenie v decembri.

Vidda tvrdi, Ze vsetky tieto uzdvery, zdkazy a zatykania su legitimne.

"Ciel’ vlddy je vel'mi jasny," povedal Hakki Boltan, $éf Free Journalist Society a byvaly
Séfredaktor Azadiya Welat. "Cielom je ukoncenie kurdského politického hnutia a Sirsej
kurdskej kulttry."

Zdroj: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/29 /world/middleeast/amid-turkeys-purge-
a-renewed-attack-on-kurdish-culture.html? r=0 (dostupné 24. juila 2017)
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C. Urad vysokého komisara OSN pre ludské prava: Sprava o ludskych pravach v juhovychodnom
Turecku

"PoZivanie ludskych prdv v juhovychodnom Turecku je nadalej oslabované ndsilnymi
utokmi, ako napriklad zabijanim alebo tinosmi, ako aj teroristickymi ¢inmi, ktoré podla
vlddnych zdrojov pacha Kurdska strana pracujucich (PKK) zameriavajuc sa, medzi inymi,
na clenov viddnucej strany AKP pritomnych v regiéne. Vldda udajne reagovala
zintenzivnenim svojej vojenskej ¢innosti v oblasti, ako aj neprimeranymi bezpecnostnymi
opatreniami. Toto pretrvdvajtce ndsilie a neistota je zintenzivnené politickou nestabilitou
a prehlbujicimi sa socidlnymi rozdielmi a je tieZ podnietené absenciou akejkolvek
efektivnej instituciondlnej platformy na ulahclenie socidlneho dialégu v juhovychodnom
Turecku. Zdd sa, Ze domdca ochrana ludskych prdv v juhovychodnom Turecku bola
prinajmensom od jula 2015 skutocne nefunkénd, co dokazuje skutocnost, Ze nebolo
zaznamenané jediné vysetrovanie udajného nezdkonného zabijania stoviek l'udi v obdobi
13 mesiacov od konca jila 2015 do konca augusta roku 2016. Podla informdcii, ktoré
dostali pozostali obeti aich prdvnici, miestni prokurdtori sustavne odmietali zacat
vySetrovanie pripadov vrdZd, a to v rozpore s tstavnymi a medzindrodnymi povinnostami
v oblasti l'udskych pradv .

Koncom janudra a zaciatkom februdra 2016 boli v meste Cizre muZi, Zeny a deti uvdznené
v pivniciach budov tidajne podrobené bombardovaniu bezpecnostnymi silami. Svedkovia a
rodinni prislusnici obeti v Cizre vypocuivani OHCHR vykreslili apokalypticky obraz tiplného
znicenia sidlisk, kde sa nachdzalo aZz 189 osob, vdcsinou vniitornych presidlencov,
utekajticich z oblasti bezpecnostnych operdcii, uviznenych celé tyZdne v pivniciach bez
vody, jedla, lekdrskej starostlivosti a elektriny, pocas najchladnejsich mesiacov roka.
Niektoré z obeti, ktoré boli uvdznené v pivniciach, volali po pozornosti svetovej komunity
prostrednictvom mobilnych telefonickych rozhovorov s mimovlddnymi organizdciami a
poslancami parlamentu a Ziadali, aby boli zachrdneni pred bombardovanim. Podla rodin
obeti zabitych v Cizre a podla sprdv niektorych mimovlddnych organizdcii boli teld
neurcitého poctu l'udi tplne alebo Ciastocne zni¢ené v désledku poZiaru spésobeného
bombardovanim a ndslednou rychlou demoldciou miesta incidentu.

Ndsledné demoldcie budov znicili dékazy, a preto z velkej Casti zabrdnili zdkladnej
identifikdcii a ndjdeniu pozostatkov obeti. Namiesto toho, aby sa zacalo vysetrovanie
okolnosti tykajucich sa nadmerného pouZitia sily, pouZitia tazkych zbrani a ndslednych
umrti, miestne orgdny obvinili l'udi, ktorych zabili, z ticasti na teroristickych organizdcidch
a prijali represivne opatrenia tykajuce sa clenov ich rodin. Podla informdcii, ktoré dostal
OHCHR od mnohych rodinnych prislusnikov obeti, miestni prokurdtori sustavne odmietajt
zacat' vysetrovanie v suvislosti s udajnymi vrazdami. OHCHR neziskal Ziadne dékazy o tom,
Ze sa vykonali ucinné a nezdvislé vysSetrovania v suvislosti s hldsenymi vraZdami.
Obyvatelia, ktori sa pokusali vysledovat smrtelné pozostatky, boli udajne odvedeni na
policajnti stanicu a vypoctvani.

Jednym z najdéleZitejsich aspektov celej situdcie je hldsend nepritomnost’ monitorovacich
mechanizmov a neschopnost’ vysetrit’ tdajné porusSovanie l'udskych prdv a zacat’ trestné
stihanie zodpovednych o0sob. Medzindrodné mimovlddne organizdcie, ako aj turecké
ndrodné a regiondlne mimovldadne organizdcie z juhovychodného Turecka uvddzaji, Ze im
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je aktivne brdnené v pristupe k problémovym oblastiam, monitorovaniu l'udskych prdv a
zhromazdovaniu a odovzddvaniu dbékazov o poruSovani ludskych prdv prisluSnym
orgdnom a medzindrodnym organizdcidm. Tam, kde sa to pokusili mimovlddne
organizdcie uvddzaju, Ze boli podrobené intenzivnemu stdtnemu dohl'adu a obtaZovaniu.
Okrem toho sa uvddza, Ze orgdny nezacali jediné vysetrovanie Ziadnych z obvineni
predloZenych v tejto sprave.

Pristup k nevyhnutnej zdravotnej starostlivosti

Zdkazy vychddzania ktoré orgdny udajne uloZili na viac ako 30 mestdch a Stvrtiach,
zakadzali akykolvek pohyb bez povolenia na dlhsiu dobu trvajicu aZ niekol’ko mesiacov.
Pocas tychto zdkazov orgdny tdajne prerusovali doddvku vodu, elektrickej energie a
doddvky potravin do celého mesta po dlhsi ¢as. Miestni obyvatelia uvddzaju, Ze aj s
povolenim bol pohyb vel'mi taZky, vrdtane pristupu k zdravotnickym zariadeniam pre
chorych a zranenych. Bezpecnostné zloZky okrem toho tUdajne systematicky brdnili
pristupu lekdrskych nidzovych timov k postihnutym oblastiam alebo im zabrdnili vo
vstupe do dotknutych oblasti. Vysledkom bolo mnoZstvo umrti, ktorym sa dalo predist.
Okrem toho existovali obvinenia z utokov na zdravotnicke zariadenia a persondl, z
trestania zdravotnickeho persondlu za prijimanie pacientov, ako aj zpouZitia
zdravotnickych zariadeni na vojenské alebo bezpecnostné ticely. Napriklad podla sprdvy
mimovlddnej organizdcie zacali zacCiatkom septembra 2015 vlddne sily prestvat’ vojakov
do Stdtnej nemocnice Cizre, ¢cim obsadili celé tretie poschodie nemocnice. Podla tej istej
sprdvy boli v septembri 2015 pri vykone svojej prdce zastreleny vodi¢ sanitky a niekol’ko
zdravotnych sestier.

Nutené zmiznutia

Mimovlddne organizdcie v auguste 2016 ohldsili niutené zmiznutie troch muZov z
juhovychodného Turecka, v samostatnych incidentoch v Istanbule, Sanliurfe a Lice. Obete
udajne zadrZala policia, ale ¢lenovia ich rodin ich nedokdzali vysledovat. Okrem toho bol
OHCHR informovany o zmiznuti clena Strany demokratickych regiénov (DBP) z
Diyarbakiru v Ankare v novembri 2016. Pribuzni obete tvrdili, Ze obet' méZe byt zadrZand
v neuznanom policajnom zaisteni. Pracovnd skupina OSN pre nttené alebo nedobrovolné
zmiznutia navstivila Turecko v marci 2016 a vyjadrila znepokojenie nad "znepokojujticou
situdciou na juhovychode krajiny a jej rozsiahlym vplyvom na ludské prdva”, o prispieva k
poruSovaniu ludskych prdv, vrdtane ntutenych zmiznuti. Pracovnd skupina obdrZala
obvinenia z mimosudnych poprdv spdchanych v juhovychodnom Turecku, ako aj svedectvo
o rodinnych prislusnikoch, ktori nemaju pristup k teldm o0so6b zabitych pocas
bezpecnostnych operdcii a k teldm, ktoré boli znicené. Vyzvala na dékladné a nestranné
vySetrovanie vsetkych obvineni z porusovania ludskych prdv v suvislosti s bezpechostnymi
operdciami v juhovychodnom Turecku.

Vnutorne presidlené osoby

Podla réznych zdrojov sa celkovy pocet os6b vnutorne presidlenych v désledku
bezpecnostnych operdcii v juhovychodnom Turecku odhadoval na 355 000 aZ pol miliéna.
Najvyssi pocet bol tdajne vysidleny z mesta Sur, kde podla miestnych sprdav bolo 95%
obyvatelov vysidlenych. Vysidleni obyvatelia oblasti postihnutych bezpecnostnymi
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operdciami sa udajne bud’ prestahoval do susednych miest a obci, do centier miest
Diyarbakir, Van a Batman, alebo do inych regiénov v rdmci Turecka. Mnohi vnutorni
presidlenci nemaju domov, kam by sa vrdtili, domovy boli ¢i uZ znicené v priebehu
bezpecnostnych operdcii, alebo preto, Ze vldda vykonala pldny na demoldciu a / alebo
vyvilastnenie, ¢o su vyznamné prekdzZky pre ndvrat vnutorne vysidlenych oséb. Vidda
udajne neumoznila neobmedzeny vstup nezdvislym a nestrannym humanitdrnym
organizdcidm, za ucelom urcenia humanitnych potrieb presidlencov. Humanitdrna pomoc
a zdkladné socidlne sluzby, ktoré vidda poskytuje postihnutému obyvatel'stvu, boli podla
vSetkého nedostatocné a neadekvdtne, v rozpore s medzindrodnymi zdvdzkami Turecka v
oblasti l'udskych pradv, vrdtane tych, ktoré su zakotvené v Medzindrodnom pakte o
hospoddrskych, socidlnych a kultiirnych prdvach. Miestne mimovlddne organizdcie okrem
toho tvrdili, Ze vladda podmienila takiito pomoc tym, Ze prijimatel’ pomoci md mat’ Cisty
trestny register, ¢o by bolo porusenim humanitdrnych zdsad, ktorymi sa riadia nudzové
humanitdrne reakcie.

Mucenie a zIé zaobchddzanie

Medzindrodné a ndrodné mimovlddne organizdcie dokumentuji zvyseny pocet hldseni o
muceni a zlom zaobchddzani so zadrZanymi osobami v policajnej vizbe a na inych
miestach zadrZania v stvislosti s bezpecnostnymi operdciami v juhovychodnom Turecku od
jula 2015 a najmd po pokusu o prevrat. Podla sprdvy, ktoru uverejnila mimovilddna
organizdcia v juhovychodnom Turecku, metddy mucenia a zlého zaobchddzania zahrriaju
bitie a udieranie zadrZiavanych oséb zo strany policajtov; sexudlne ndsilie vrdtane
zndsilnenia a hrozby zndsilnenia; nedostatok zdkladnych potrieb, ako je voda, jedlo a
spanok; nedostatok zdravotnickych potrieb (kvoli ktorym niektori vizni tdajne dostali
hepatitidu B); nutenie zadrZiavanych os6b, aby po celé hodiny kl'acali s rukami sptitanymi
za chrbtom; a verbdlne zneuZivanie, psychické ndsilie a zastrasovanie. Niektoré obete boli
udajne fotografované nahé a ponechané v strachu, Ze tieto obrazky mézZu byt pouZité na
vydieranie alebo budii publikované, aby slhiZili k dalSiemu poniZeniu. Urad OHCHR obdrzal
sprdvy, Ze zdravotnicky persondl je pod tlakom nevyddvat lekdrske spravy, ktoré
preukazuji mucenie alebo zIé zaobchddzanie, zo strachu pred obtaZovanim a odplatou zo
strany orgdnov.

Prdvo na slobodu a bezpecnost’

Podl'a zdrojov mimovlddnych organizdcii, prdvnici so sidlom v juhovychodnom Turecku
hldsili trvalé zhorsenie bezpecnostnych opatreni uz pred pokusom o prevrat. Po vine
masovych zatykani, ktoré sa uskutocnili v obdobi od jiula do decembra 2016, vsak urady
udajne zacali zadrZiavat l'udi na neoficidalnych miestach, ako st sSportové haly, a zabranili
im v pristupe k svojim prdvnikom a rodindm. Podl'a prdvnikov niektori zadrZani uviedli, Ze
su nuteni podpisovat dokumenty, ktoré necitali a boli nuteni do obviriovania dalSich
zadrziavanych, ktori boli vybrani z rdznych zoznamov mien a verejne dostupnych
fotografii. Mnohi prdvnici po celej krajine tieZ uviedli, Ze mali prisne obmedzeny pristup k
svojim klientom, pricom ich kontaktnd doba sa skrdtila iba na jednu hodinu alebo menej
tyZdenne, v rdmci rutinného dohladu bezpecnostnych orgdnov, pricom podliehali
nahrdvaniu hlasového zdznamu. Obmedzenia pristupu prdvnikov k osobdm v policajnej
vdzbe a vdzbe boli povolené viddnym dekrétom z 23. jula 2016 (KHK / 676), ktory umoznil
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prokurdtorom zabrdnit zadrZanym osobdm stretnit’ sa s advokdtom pocas prvych piatich
dni policajnej vizby. Dekrét takisto rozsiril policajnti vidzbu na 30 dni a obmedzil prdavo na
stikromnt komunikdciu medzi prdvnikmi a ich klientmi zadrZanymi vo vySetrovacej viizbe.

Pristup k spravodlivosti

Obtiaznost pristupu k spravodlivosti pre obete v juhovychodnom Turecku je nadalej
zhorsovand opatreniami prijatymi vlddou v nadvéznosti na pokus o prevrat. Udajne
najmenej 2 745 sudcov a prokurdtorov bolo suspendovanych v priebehu niekol'’kych hodin
od pokusu o stdtny prevrat z 15. jula 2016. Koncom decembra 2016 bolo na zdklade
skrdteného vysetrovania a konania o prepusteni prepustenych viac ako 3000 sudcov a
prokurdtorov. Prepustania vyrazne oslabili fungovanie stdnictva a vyvinuli tlak na cely
systém tym, Ze podporili atmosféru zastrasovania a hrozby voci sudcom a prokurdtorom.
Pocet prepustenych sudcov a prokurdtorov v juhovychodnom Turecku nie je zndmy. "

Zdroj: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/TR/OHCHR South-
East TurkeyReport 10March2017.pdf (dostupné 24. jula 2017)
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Report on a Country of Origin — Turkey - Security Situation and the Human
Right Practice in South — East Turkey

Security Situation

A. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights: Report on the human rights
in South — East Turkey

“Between July 2015 and December 2016, some 2,000 people were reportedly killed in the
context of security operations in South-East Turkey. According to information received,
this would include close to 800 members of the security forces, and approximately 1,200
local residents, of which an unspecified number may have been involved in violent or non-
violent actions against the State. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) documented numerous cases of excessive use of force; killings;
enforced disappearances; torture; destruction of housing and cultural heritage; incitement
to hatred; prevention of access to emergency medical care, food, water and livelihoods;
violence against women; and severe curtailment of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression as well as political participation. The most serious human rights violations
reportedly occurred during periods of curfew, when entire residential areas were cut off
and movement restricted around-the-clock for several days at a time.

The number of reported displaced persons (IDPs) in South-East Turkey is estimated
between 355,000 to half a million people, mainly citizens of Kurdish origin. The displaced
population is reported to have moved to neighbouring suburbs, towns and villages, or to
other regions within Turkey. Humanitarian assistance to over 355,000 internally displaced
people has reportedly been very limited. According to available information, no
international organization has been granted access to assess humanitarian needs and
provide assistance to the population in South-East Turkey, including internally displaced
persons. Local NGOs reported that Government assistance has been conditioned upon
having a clean criminal record, in violation of basic humanitarian principles governing
emergency humanitarian responses.

Since July 2015, the Turkish Government forces have been conducting security operations
in a number of provinces of South-East Turkey involving thousands of troops serving with
combat-ready infantry, artillery and armoured army divisions, as well as the Turkish Air
Force. According to Turkish authorities, this was in response to the operations that were
allegedly conducted by the PKK in the region, which reportedly included setting up of
barricades and digging trenches in residential areas during the period leading up to July
2015. As part of their response to “terrorist activities” allegedly conducted by the PKK, the
authorities reportedly initiated security operations in at least 30 urban and a number of
rural locations throughout South-East Turkey, which eventually allegedly resulted in a
number of persons being killed, displaced or disappeared, as well as in wide-scale
destruction of housing stock in the affected areas. The authorities also reportedly imposed
extended around-the-clock curfews on over 30 towns and neighbourhoods prohibiting any
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movement without permission for periods of time lasting up to several weeks, thus
preventing the evacuation of IDPs trapped in the middle of security operations. Lack of
access of emergency services to the sick and wounded, ultimately contributed to the high
death toll of the operations. In total some 2,000 people were reportedly killed between July
2015 and August 2016, including local residents, amongst whom women and children, as
well as close to 800 members of the security forces. The killings were reportedly invariably
followed by mass displacement of the survivors and the destruction of their homes and of
local cultural monuments. Over 355,000 South-East Turkey residents, mainly citizens of
Kurdish origin, were displaced. Satellite image analysis, provided by UNITAR’s Operational
Satellite Applications Programme (UNOSAT), indicates that the damage caused by security
operations in densely-populated urban centres is commensurate with the use of heavy
weapons and, possibly, air-dropped munitions Furthermore, UNOSAT’s report indicates
that heavy armoured vehicles were seen deployed in and around institutions such as
schools . The most serious incidents that caused the greatest number of deaths were
reported in Cizre (province of Sirnak), but other serious incidents that caused deaths and
destruction were also reported in Sur, Silvan and Lice (province of Diyarbakir), Nusaybin,
Dargecit (province of Mardin), Sirnak Centre, Silopi, Idil (province of Sirnak), and
Yiiksekova (province of Hakkdri).

Since July 2015, the ongoing security operations have caused substantive damage to
housing, business and public buildings and spaces in South-East Turkey, ranging from
minimal damage to extensive destruction, particularly in Nusaybin of Mardin province and
Sur district of Diyarbakir province, where shelling reportedly caused a permanent change
in the population, patterns of ownership and architectural character of entire cities.

Imagery ®2017 CNES / Astrium, Cnes/Spot Image, DigitalGlobe, Landsat / Copernicus, Map data ©2017 Google
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The most intensive period of destruction started in the immediate aftermath of security
operations, when the authorities reportedly prevented the displaced population from
returning and reconstructing their own homes and brought in machinery to raze entire
city quarters to the ground, including lightly damaged buildings and cultural heritage. The
centres of towns and cities across South-East Turkey have been described as empty
moonscapes and vast parking lots. While comprehensive statistics on destroyed housing
are not available, the analysis of satellite imagery provided by UNOSAT shows extensive
damage across South-East Turkey. Some of the most extensively damaged sites are
Nusaybin, Derik and Dargecit (Mardin); Sur, Bismil and Dicle (Diyarbakir); and Cizre and
Silopi (Sirnak). In Nusaybin (Mardin province), for example, a UNOSAT damage assessment
through satellite imagery identified 1,786 damaged buildings, 398 of which were
completely destroyed, 383 severely damaged, and 1,005 moderately damaged. Based on
satellite image analysis, UNOSAT attributes such damage to the use of heavy weapons and,
possibly, air-dropped munitions.

Source: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/TR/OHCHR South-
East TurkeyReport 10March2017.pdf (accessed July 24, 2017)

B. Reuters: Two ruling party officials, 13 militants killed in southeast Turkey

,Kurdish militants shot and killed two officials from the ruling AK Party in southeast
Turkey over the weekend, while the Turkish military killed more than a dozen militants in
air strikes, state authorities said on Sunday.

Orhan Mercan, the AKP's deputy head in the Lice district of Diyarbakir province, was shot
in front of his home on Friday night and died of his wounds in hospital, the provincial
governor's office said.

Militants killed Aydin Ahi, deputy head of the AKP in the Ozalp district of Van province on
Saturday night, the governor's office said. Security sources said the gunmen seized Ahi
from his home at gunpoint and killed him nearby.

Energy Minister Berat Albayrak wrote on Twitter that Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
militants had killed both men. There was no immediate comment on the attacks from the
PKK, but the group has targeted officials from the party in the past.

The PKK launched a separatist insurgency against the state in 1984 and more than 40,000
people, mostly Kurds, have been killed in the conflict. It is designated a terrorist group by
Turkey, the United States and European Union.

A ceasefire between the Turkish state and the militants broke down in July 2015 and the
southeast region of the country, where the PKK is strongest, subsequently saw some of the
worst violence since the insurgency began.

In an air strike in the southeastern province of Mardin, the Turkish military killed five PKK
militants preparing an attack on an army base, a general staff statement said.

In separate air strikes on Saturday, the army also killed five PKK fighters in southeast
Turkey's Bingol province and another four militants in the Metina region of northern Iraq,
the army said.
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It said another three PKK militants were killed in clashes on Saturday in the southeastern
provinces of Diyarbakir, Hakkari and Sirnak.”“

Source: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-nemtsov-idUSKBN19YOTE
(accessed July 13, 2017)

C. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Travel Advice - Turkey

»The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) advise against all travel to within 10 km of
the border with Syria and to the city of Diyarbakir.
The FCO advise against all but essential travel to:

e the remaining areas of Sirnak, Mardin, Sanliurfa, Gaziantep, Diyarbakir, Kilis and

Hatay provinces

e the provinces of Siirt, Tunceli and Hakkari
There’s a heightened risk of terrorism against aviation.
Terrorists are very likely to try to carry out attacks in Turkey. Terrorist groups, including
Kurdish groups, Daesh (formerly referred to as ISIL) and far left organisations, continue to
plan and carry out attacks. Further attacks are likely and could be indiscriminate.
Most terrorist attacks have taken place in the south and east of the country and in Ankara
and Istanbul. Attacks are most likely to target the Turkish state, civilians and
demonstrations. Nevertheless, it’s likely that some attacks will also target western interests
and tourists from western countries, particularly in the major cities.
The Turkish authorities have successfully disrupted attack planning in the recent past and
have said that security has been tightened in response to recent attacks. But further
attacks are likely and could be indiscriminate. “
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Source: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/turkey (accessed July 13, 2017)

D. US Department of State: Turkey Travel Warning

“In 2016, numerous terrorist attacks involving shootings, suicide bombings, and vehicle-
borne bombings in tourist areas, public spaces, private celebrations, sporting events, and
government, police, and military facilities throughout Turkey resulted in hundreds of
deaths.

Additional attacks in Turkey could occur at major events, tourist sites, restaurants,
nightclubs, commercial centers, places of worship, and transportation hubs, including
aviation services, metros, buses, bridges, bus terminals, and sea transport.

U.S. government personnel living in or visiting Turkey continue to require approval from
the U.S. Embassy to visit the southeastern provinces of Hatay, Kilis, Gaziantep, Sanliurfa,
Sirnak, Diyarbakir, Van, Siirt, Mus, Mardin, Batman, Bingol, Tunceli, Hakkari, Bitlis, and
Elazig. Travel within Adana by U.S. government personnel may also be subject to
restriction. Furthermore, the U.S. Embassy may prohibit movements by its personnel and
those of its subordinate Consulates to these areas on short notice for security reasons. Due
to recent acts of violence and the potential for reprisal attacks by terrorist groups due to

continued Turkish military activity in Syria, we urge U.S. citizens to defer travel to large

urban centers near the Turkish/Syrian border. U.S. citizens should also be aware that the

Government of Turkey has closed its border with Syria. The Government of Turkey

prohibits border crossings from Syria into Turkey, even if the traveler entered Syria from
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Turkey. Turkish authorities will consider permitting the passage of individuals seeking
emergency medical treatment or safety from immediate danger on a case by case basis.”

Source: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/turkey-travel-
warning.html (accessed July 13, 2017)

E. Deutsche Welle: Families in Turkey's southeast continue to suffer

“Over 24,000 people were internally displaced in the southeast of Turkey in the wake of the
conflict there. Many of them have still not found a home. In July 2015, a ceasefire ended
between the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) and the Turkish state, escalating into a war
in the heart of the cities of the east. This resulted in at least 368 unarmed civilian deaths
across the region.

Curfews were first enforced in Sur on September 6 as fighting intensified. This pushed
many people out of their homes as they were cut off from food and water. Armed clashes in
Sur officially ended in March 2016, though over a year later, those people who lost their
homes, loved ones and livelihood are still suffering.”

Source: http://www.dw.com/en/families-in-turkeys-southeast-continue-to-suffer/a-
39455695 (accessed July 13, 2017)

F. Amnesty International: Annual Report Turkey 2016/2017

“Armed clashes between the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) and state forces continued,
mainly in the majority Kurdish east and southeast of the country. The government replaced
elected mayors from 53 municipalities with government trustees; 49 mayors were from the
Kurdish, opposition Democratic Regions Party (DBP). Along with many elected local
officials, nine MPs from the Kurdish-rooted left-wing Peoples’ Democracy Party (HDP)
were remanded in pre-trial detention in November.”

Source: https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/europe-and-central-
asia/turkey/report-turkey/ (accessed July 13, 2017)
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Human Rights Practice

A. Amnesty International: Annual Report Turkey 2016/2017

“Violations of human rights by security forces continued with impunity, especially in the
predominantly Kurdish southeast of the country, where urban populations were held under
24-hour curfew. Up to half a million people were displaced in the country. The EU and
Turkey agreed a “migration deal” to prevent irregular migration to the EU; this led to the
return of hundreds of refugees and asylum-seekers and less criticism by EU bodies of
Turkey’s human rights record.

A UN fact-finding mission to the south-east was blocked by the authorities who also
obstructed national and international NGOs, including Amnesty International, from
documenting human rights abuses in the region.

People expressing dissent, especially in relation to the Kurdish issue, were subjected to
threats of violence and criminal prosecution. Internet censorship increased.

In August, police closed the offices of the main Kurdish daily Ozgiir Giindem on the basis of
a court order for its closure due to ongoing terrorism investigations, a sanction not
provided for in law. Two editors and two journalists were detained pending trial and
prosecuted for terrorism offences. Three were released in December while editor Inan
Kizikaya remained in detention. In October under an executive decree, Ozgiir Giindem was
permanently closed down along with all the major Kurdish-orientated national media.
Signatories to a January petition by Academics for Peace calling for a return to peace
negotiations and recognition of the demands of the Kurdish political movement were
subjected to threats of violence, administrative investigation and criminal prosecution.
Four signatories were detained until a court hearing in April; they were released but not
acquitted.

Lawyers said that 42 people, detained in Nusaybin in May after clashes between PKK-
affiliated individuals and state forces were beaten and subjected to other ill-treatment in
police detention. They said that the group, which included adults and children, were
hooded, beaten during police interrogation and not able to access appropriate medical
care for their injuries.

Until June, the security forces conducted security operations against armed individuals
affiliated to the PKK, who had dug trenches and erected barricades in urban areas in the
southeast of Turkey. The authorities’ use of extended round-the-clock curfews, a total ban
on people leaving their homes, combined with the presence of heavy weaponry including
tanks in populated areas, was a disproportionate and abusive response to a serious
security concern and may have amounted to collective punishment. Evidence suggests that
the security forces’ operated a shoot-to-kill policy against armed individuals that also
caused deaths and injuries to unarmed residents and widespread forced displacement.

In January, IMC TV journalist Refik Tekin was shot while bringing injured people to receive
medical treatment in Cizre, a city under curfew. He continued recording after being shot,
apparently from an armoured police vehicle. He was later detained and investigated under
terrorism laws.
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No progress was made in investigations into the deaths of some 130 people who died while
sheltering from clashes in three basements during the curfew in Cizre in February. The
authorities alleged that access for ambulances was blocked by the PKK when local sources
reported that people in the basements were injured and needed emergency medical care,
and died of their injuries or were killed when security forces stormed the buildings.

The authorities failed to make progress in investigation of the November 2015 killing of
Tahir Elci, Head of the Diyarbakir Bar Association and a prominent human rights defender.
It was hampered by an incomplete crime scene investigation and missing CCTV footage.
There was a sharp increase in indiscriminate attacks and attacks directly targeting
civilians, showing contempt for the right to life and the principle of humanity. 1S, PKK, its
offshoot Kurdistan Freedom Falcons (TAK) and Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party-
Front were blamed or claimed responsibility for the attacks.

Hundreds of thousands of people were displaced from the areas under curfew in the
southeast of Turkey. The imposition of curfews with only hours’ warning forced people to
leave with few, if any, possessions. In many cases, displaced people were not able to access
their social and economic rights such as adequate housing and education. They were
offered inadequate compensation for loss of possessions and livelihoods. Their right to
return was severely compromised by the high levels of destruction and the announcement
of redevelopment projects likely to exclude former residents.”

Source: https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/europe-and-central-
asia/turkey/report-turkey/ (accessed July 13, 2017)

B. New York Times: Amid Turkey’s Purge, a Renewed Attack on Kurdish Culture

,..repression began again after a cease-fire with Kurdish militants fell apart in 2015. It
accelerated further during the crackdown that followed last year’s failed coup.

The crackdown was nominally intended to target the plotters of the putsch. But it has also
been used as a smoke screen to squeeze other groups and movements that promote
narratives deemed problematic by the government. More than 140,000 people have been
fired or suspended from their jobs, and up to 50,000 have been arrested. Among them are
those who ... promote the concept of a unique Kurdish culture.

The suffocation of Kurdish expression in Turkey constituted the latest rollback of reforms
Mr. Erdogan put in place during his first decade in power.

Across  southeast Turkey, where most people are Kurdish, Mr. Erdogan’s
government fired over 80 elected mayors and replaced them with state-appointed trustees.
Here in Diyarbakir, the spiritual capital of Turkish Kurdistan, the trustee not only fired
most of the city’s municipally employed actors, but also 80 percent of the staff of the
municipal department that promoted the teaching of Kurdish and other minority
languages.

In towns across the region, trustees have changed the names of streets previously named
for prominent Kurdish figures, or removed statues of Kurdish heroes. More than a dozen
lawmakers from the main pro-Kurdish party have been arrested in recent months. A
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Kurdish artist was jailed for doing a painting of the ruins of Nusaybin, one of several
Kurdish towns partly destroyed in 2015 during fighting between the Turkish army and
Kurdish militants.

Kurdish or pro-Kurdish journalists are some of the principal victims of the post-coup
crackdown on free speech. According to the Free Journalist Society, a now-banned, pro-
Kurdish news media watchdog, 173 journalists are now in Turkish prisons; of those, 50
worked for Kurdish or pro-Kurdish news outlets.

Turkey’s only Kurdish-language newspaper, Azadiya Welat, was closed last summer —
along with at least 10 television channels that broadcast, at least in part, in Kurdish. Even
a Kurdish cartoon channel, Zarok TV, was banned for several months before being allowed
to reopen in December.

The government says all these closures, bans and arrests are legitimate.

“The aim of the government is very clear,” said Hakki Boltan, the head of the Free
Journalist Society, and a former editor in chief of Azadiya Welat. “The policy is to end the
Kurdish political movement and the wider Kurdish culture.”

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/29 /world/middleeast/amid-turkeys-
purge-a-renewed-attack-on-kurdish-culture.html? r=0 (accessed July 24, 2017)

C. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights: Report on the human rights
in South — East Turkey

“The enjoyment of human rights in South-East Turkey is further undermined by violent
attacks, such as killings or kidnappings, as well as acts of terrorism which, according to
Government sources, have been committed by the Kurdistan’s Workers Party (PKK)
targeting among others, members of the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) in the
region. The Government has reportedly responded by intensifying its military activity in the
region, as well as by employing disproportionate security measures. This prevailing
violence and insecurity is exacerbated by the political instability and deepening social
divisions, and spurred on by the absence of any effective institutional platform to facilitate
social dialogue in South-East Turkey. It appears that the domestic protection of human
rights in South-East Turkey has effectively been non-functioning since at least July 2015, as
demonstrated by the reported lack of a single investigation into the alleged unlawful
killing of hundreds of people over a period of 13 months between late July 2015 and the
end of August of 2016. According to the information received from family members and
lawyers representing the victims, local prosecutors have consistently refused to open
investigations into the reported killings, in violation of constitutional and international
human rights law obligations.

In late January and early February 2016, in the town of Cizre, men, women and children
trapped in basements of buildings were reportedly subjected to shelling by security forces.
Witnesses and family members of the victims of Cizre interviewed by OHCHR painted an
apocalyptic picture of the wholesale destruction of neighbourhoods where up to 189
persons, mostly IDPs fleeing security operations, were trapped for weeks in basements
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without water, food, medical attention and power, during the coldest months of the year.
Some of the victims trapped in the basements were calling for the attention of the world
community through mobile telephone conversations with NGOs and members of
parliament, begging to be saved from shelling. According to families of victims killed at
Cizre, and as reported by several NGOs, the bodies of an undetermined number of people
were completely or partially destroyed in fire induced by shelling and the subsequent
rushed demolition of the location of the incident. The subsequent demolition of the
buildings destroyed evidence and has therefore largely prevented the basic identification
and tracing of mortal remains. Moreover, instead of opening an investigation into the
circumstances surrounding the reported excessive use of force, recourse to heavy weapons
and the resulting deaths, the local authorities accused the people killed of participating in
terrorist organizations and took repressive measures affecting members of their families.
According to the information that OHCHR received from a number of family members of
victims, local prosecutors have been consistently refusing to open investigations into the
reported killings. OHCHR has seen no evidence that effective and independent
investigations had been conducted into the reported killings. Residents who were trying to
trace the mortal remains were reportedly taken to the police station and interrogated.

One of the most concerning aspects of the situation is the reported absence of monitoring,
and failure to investigate alleged human rights violations and prosecute those responsible.
International NGOs, as well as Turkish national and local NGOs from South-East Turkey,
report having been actively prevented from accessing the areas of concern, conducting
human rights monitoring, and gathering and transmitting evidence of violations to the
concerned authorities and international organisations. Where they nevertheless attempted
to do so, NGOs report having been subjected to intensive state surveillance and
harassment. Furthermore, it has been reported that the authorities had failed to launch a
single investigation into any of the allegations presented in this report.

Access to emergency medical care

The curfews, which the authorities reportedly imposed on over 30 towns and
neighbourhoods, prohibited any movement without permission, for extended periods of
time lasting up to several months. During the curfews, authorities reportedly cut off water,
electricity and food supplies to entire cities for prolonged periods of time. Local residents
report that even with permission, movement was very difficult, including to access health
facilities for the sick and wounded. Furthermore, security forces reportedly systematically
hampered or prevented access for medical emergency teams to the affected areas during
curfews. This resulted in a number of preventable deaths.

Moreover, there were allegations of attacks on medical facilities and personnel,
punishment of medical personnel for attending patients, as well as the use of medical
facilities for military or security purposes. For example, according to an NGO report, in
early September 2015, State forces moved troops to Cizre state hospital, occupying the
entire third floor of the hospital. According to the same report, an ambulance driver and a
number of nurses were reportedly shot at and killed either by police fire or unknown
gunmen in September 2015 while carrying out their duties.

Enforced disappearences
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NGOs reported the enforced disappearances of three men from South-East Turkey, in
separate incidents, in Istanbul, Sanliurfa and Lice, during August 2016. The victims were
allegedly detained by the police but family members could not trace them. In addition,
OHCHR was informed of the disappearance, in November 2016, in Ankara, of a member of
the Democratic Regions Party (DBP) from Diyarbakir. The relatives of the victim alleged
that the victim could be held in an unacknowledged police detention facility. The United
Nations Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances visited Turkey in
March 2016, and expressed concern “at the increasingly worrisome situation in the South-
East of the country and its wide impact on human rights,” which is conducive to all human
rights violations, including enforced disappearances. The Working Group received
allegations of extrajudicial executions committed in South-East Turkey as well as
testimonies of families unable to access the bodies of people killed during security
operations and of bodies being disposed of. It called for a thorough and impartial
investigation into all allegations of human rights violations in the context of security
operations in South-East Turkey.

Internally displaced people

According to various sources, the total number of IDPs as a result of the security operations
in South-East Turkey was estimated between 355,000 and half a million. The highest
number was reported to be displaced from Sur where, according to local reports, 95 per
cent of the population was displaced at the end of the security operations. The population
displaced from areas affected by security operations is reported to have either moved to
neighbouring towns and villages; to Diyarbakir, Van and Batman city centres; or to other
regions within Turkey. Many of the IDPs now have no home to go back to, either because
they were destroyed in the course of security operations or because the Government
proceeded with plans of demolition and / or expropriation, all of which are significant
obstacles to the return of IDPs. The Government reportedly has not granted full access for
independent and impartial assessment by humanitarian agencies of the humanitarian and
protection needs of IDPs. The humanitarian assistance and basic social services that the
Government has been providing to the affected population has reportedly been insufficient
and inadequate contrary to Turkey’s international human rights obligations, including
those enshrined in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
Moreover, local NGOs have alleged that the Government has conditioned such assistance
upon having a clean criminal record, which would be a violation of humanitarian
principles governing emergency humanitarian responses.

Torture and ill-treatment

International and national NGOs have documented an increased number of reports of
torture and ill-treatment of detainees in police custody and other places of detention in the
context of security operations in South-East Turkey since July 2015 and, in particular,
following the coup attempt. According to a report published by an NGO in South-East
Turkey torture and ill-treatment methods include police beating and punching of
detainees; sexual violence, including rape and threat of rape; deprivation of basic needs,
such as water, food and sleep; deprivation of medical supplies (due to which some
prisoners allegedly contracted hepatitis B); forcing detainees to kneel handcuffed from
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behind for hours; and verbal abuse, psychological violence and intimidation. Some victims
were reportedly photographed nude, leaving them fearful that those images could be used
for blackmail or published to humiliate them further. OHCHR has received reports that
medical personnel have been under pressure not to release medical reports showing
evidence of torture or ill-treatment, for fear of harassment and retaliation by the
authorities.

Right to liberty and security

According to NGO sources, lawyers based in South-East Turkey had been reporting a
steady deterioration of detention safeguards even before the coup attempt. However, after
the wave of mass arrests conducted between July and December 2016, the authorities
allegedly started holding detainees in unofficial places of detention, such as sports halls,
and preventing them from having access to their lawyers and families. According to
lawyers, some detainees reported being forced to sign documents they had not read and
being coerced into incriminating other detainees who were picked from various lists of
names and publicly available photographs. Many lawyers all over the country also
reported having had severely curtailed access to their clients, with their contact time
reduced to only one hour or less per week, under routine surveillance by the security
authorities, and subjected to voice recording. The restrictions on the access of lawyers to
meet with people in police custody and pre-trial detention were authorized by a
Government decree on 23 July 2016 (KHK/676), allowing prosecutors to bar detainees
from meeting with a lawyer during the first five days of police custody. The decree also
extended police custody to up to 30 days and placed restrictions on the right to private
communications between lawyers and their clients held in pre-trial detention.

Access to justice

The difficulty for victims in South-East Turkey to access justice is further compounded by
the measures adopted by the Government in the aftermath of the coup attempt. At least
2,745 judges and prosecutors were reportedly suspended within hours of the 15 July 2016
attempted coup. By the end of December 2016, over 3,000 judges and prosecutors had
reportedly been dismissed following an abbreviated investigation and dismissal procedure.
The dismissals significantly weakened the functioning of the judiciary and put pressure on
the whole system by fostering a climate of intimidation and threat towards judges and
prosecutors. The number of dismissed judges and prosecutors in South-East Turkey is not
known.”

Source: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/TR/OHCHR South-
East TurkeyReport 10March2017.pdf (accessed July 24, 2017)
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